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SUBJECT Observations of Soviet Ships in the DATE DISTR. 14 March 1958
Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Finland
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REFERENCES
DATE OF
INFO.
PLACE &
DATE ACQ, S0X1-HUM
SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
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Att.No. Desceription
1. R 88 escort vessels, ‘
engaged in firing practice.
2. Formation of Soviet ships including one
destroyer; two RIGA-clase escort vessels;
three KRON
speedboats.
3. Two SVERDLOV-class cruisers. and six KOTLIN-
class destroyers
Those observed on
engaged in firing practice.
k, Three RIGA-class escort vessels|
5. Eight submarines and two cruisers in
Leningrad; two shipi
\ | and two sail training
vessele in Daugavgriva.
50X1-HUM
S«E-C-R-E-T *
50X1-HUM
STATE | x [arwy | x Inavy o Jair e frm |
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\ | & frigete of “ne RIGA Class, towing a 50X1-HUM
vory ‘erge target at a distance of about 630 meters, was at
position 54931, 495018, The frigete was on about northzastern
course naking 5 to 8 kuots. Indivifusl salvos wers fired at this

. target at intervals of 5 to 10 minules by frigete  pf the 20X1-HUM
RIGA Ciass. A% 1500, nsval ve&selqsias at position 54%34'N, 50X1-HUM
1424378, mede abou’ 10 knots on parallel sourse toward the target,
stoppad short, rau on nrorthern cours: for gboubt 1 npautical mile,
turned towesrd staroccard on east-nortlensiern course and, after
about 10 xlnvies, changed sgain to wortheastern enwse, After or
daring the lest change to position 3.036,5°N, 1495218, frigate

mada gmoks for a short time, Tha {iring of salvos at intervals 50X1-HUM
of 5 to 10 minutes was conilipued on aworbasustsrn souwrse. The
splasnas reacked the bridge of the Prigate. It agpearsd thet the e
salves fell shoid and in sone cases wers widaly wpread towsxd the
= Clefh. .

| 50X1-HUM
sommeth. Trachise fiviae north of the Xiey-Bank, |
[ ]
(SHES B
L!L“;&LT‘
50X1-HUM
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a group of 6 large and 5 small Soviet nava)
- YeBsels was at position abeut 11 nauticsl miles off Leba. The shipe
Yore on about west-southwestern course but hardly made way. A 50X1-HUM
distance of about 500 metars was betweesn the large vessels, vhile
the small units war» only about 300 meters arart. The following
vessels were identiried: ) o :

1 destroyer: 2 stacks, continuous deckiine, 2 guns forward, 2 aft,
' “apparently all of same saliber; each 1 mast forward

of each stack; torpedo tubes ‘betweon the etacks, forward
stack widely spaced from the tridge; radar cupola
rrojecting from the bridge, Bt not as reund as that
of the RIGA Class;_tridge higher than stacks which -
are almoet of equal height; at the forward mast, a trellis
mast, eBunusual radar screen and at half the height
betwsen hbridge and the other mast, 2 or 3 flags or -
rennents were observed; one flag had a red color with -
2 atar in the white upper corner, and 1 or 2 stars ia
the large red field;

50X1-HUM

2 frigates of the RIGA Class

3 submarine chasers of the KRONSTADT Class

5 speedbtoats fres-standing tarpedo tubes, -HUM
no stack; one gun Wach forward SOX1-HU
and aft; short and thick mast ,

aft of smal) btridge superstructurs;

boat’s Jength, approximately 2%

meters., °

The unit kept the followisg formation: 1 sutmarine ohaser, 2 destreyers,

_ - 3 speedboats, a large destroysr,
erampg - 2 8pe¢dboats and the third
v&‘ﬁET J sutmarine chaser. ‘

— 50X1-HUM

~emmeni; The group precumably practiced in this Sea area. The
- description of the destroyer which cannot dafinitalw he 14-_-—d2ms s )
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is very close to an escort destr ‘
oyer of the KOLA Class. Sinece.
W’ KOLAs have not been observed in the Baltic for con:;.in
e : “:i;}:é: likely that the destroyers - ships of this type ’
8 are probabl. winenmuend ’
.t.:d ;h;; speedboats of the a::zl:::‘:gat;}sun frea.’
au‘. 1nemu:ndo area the three KRONSTADT
mmth ne crasers a.# known; they have been observed, h
10 Viborg area once in Leningrad
. 'V: b::po:ted for the first time and presurably also belengs to
braiiire: g area. The fact that the unit {s composed of ships stationed
11t1c Sea areas which are located wide apart is of interest

COTEL
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3.

one Soviet cruiser of the SVERDLOV

Class and two destroyers of the KOILIN Class including| were 50X1-HUM
seen approximmtely at position 55005'N/19030°E, The destroyers '
steered different courses, gathering on southeamstern course at 1300,

50X1-HUM
one Soviet cruiser of the

‘Been about 30 meters before

SVERDIOV Class and four destroyers of the KOTLIN Class including 50X1-HUM
were seen aprroximately at position 55004 'N/19040 'E, 8
differnt courses. At about 1200, a two-piece target, about 100
metera long anc towed by a tug, wes observed at about the same
positions One 2-round salvo Z:j fired at this target. Impects were
/or behind the middle of the iarget.

The vessels wers deseribed ag follows:

Cruiser : 2 stacks, in front of each a magt; fire—controi position

on bridge.

Destroyer : Continucus deckline; nushroom-shaped fire-control
position on bridge; 2 short, racking stacka; fore mast
immediately abaft bridge, aft mest forwerd of second -

staclk,
50X1-HUM
K 4. Thie prectice firing took place about 15 nautieal
riles west of Brusstarort. The fact that, with only one salvo, the -
impacts were so clcse to the target, 1s worth noting and is indicative :
of good riring date and an efficient fire control. Lestro S0X1-HUM
belongs %o the SKORY Class and was photographed in Swinemuende ‘
(AT g',t v S 50X1-HUM
thﬂiﬁEn
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three Soviet frigetes of the RIGA Cless
observed at position
57946 'N/20955 'E on south-sguthwestern course, meking about 10 knote.
the veasels slowed down and simultaneously went on an eastern
course via gsouth. After the alteration of course, the frigates were
observed in staggered formation, 300 to 500 meters apart from each
other. The RIGA type vessels are described as follows: 2 vessels
with similar trellis mast and large radoméd; 1 vessel with unidentified
number, tripod rasti, and a different, rather rectangular radar
installation above the bridge.

bl

Comment, The units were presurebly em route to the Gulf of Riga

and possibly made for Riga Harbor.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/27 - CIA-RDP80T00246A041100170001-6

S50X1-HUM

-

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM



RN SO | RO [PV AU 1 | | I |
' 0001-6
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/27 : CIA-RDP80T00246A04110017

50X1-HUM

MR N

50X1-HUM

1. Two large, mogern submarines equipped with snorkels were obgerved in
Leningrad on 11 November 1957. They had no visible armament,

2. Two cruisers of the SVERDLOV or @WapPAYEY € were seen in the Morskoy
Canal on g southerly course ﬂ e LCNEN&Y\QA)'
!
-HUM
3. a patrol boat was passed in Riga J 50X1-HU
t was of at least 100 metric tons, and carried one gun forward

and one aft. See the attached skete .

50X1-HUM
4+ Six medium-sigzed submarines were § made fast at
the north Neva Beach (sic) between slyana Bend and the Lieutenant

Schmidt Bridge o kew i~}rq°{ 50X1-HUM
5e ‘ | a vessel ‘was seen off of Riga which was
similar to an mbb (sic)., It was equipped with radio direction finding
gear, and had one gun forward and three aft, The guns wvere covered,
6. Two sailing vessels (school ships) were observed in Dﬂnamﬁnde’— k
‘ 50X1 —/HUM
¥ - 50X1 'HUM
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radar antenna
signal yard
antenna
| stack
'50X1-HUM
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